By Zo::.mm Miyaoshi

Former <03_c: mr_BUc: Berlin Bureau Chief.

Out of fears that Germany ooEa be left

behind in the global race for academic ex- .

cellerice, the German government has
stepped in to help some top-notch univer-

sities compete with the leading universi-

ties in Britain and the United States.:
The German government’s decisicn to
- promote uhiversity reform by providing
“subsidies to a handful of promising wuni-

versities was prompted by a belief that a

uniform system covering higher edica-

tion, a dominant principle in postwar

West Germany, could no longer work.

In a laboratory brilding at Munich Uni-

versity of Technology in the center of the
city, a research team is engaged in devel-
.opment of robot cognition systems. Asa
robet scampered around a room, recog-
, nizing obstacles and dodging them, re-
- search head Dirk Wollherr hailed the re-
form efforts, saying, “If we didn’t get the
~€6.5 million [about ¥1 billion] annual sub-
sidies, it would have been impossible to
conduct large-scale regearch of this kind.”

- The initiative to support elite universi-

ties in Germany dates back to2005. The

government entrusted an independent
committee comprised of experts with aca-

demic backgrounds to select promising

universities for extra funding. After re-
ceiving m@wcnmﬁoum from universities, the
‘committee spent about.a year conducting
screenings and, in ‘October 2008, an-
" nounced it would back Munich Universi-

ty of Technology, Ludwig Maximilian Uni-

versity - of. Munich and Karlsryhe
dEﬁwH.m:_w of Technology in Karlsruhe.

- 'Tertiary institutions deemed to have ex-
cellent clusters of researchers, good grad-
uate schools and viable plans for the com-
Em five years omE nﬁm:@ as an’ elite

. EEQ.ES D:mb@aum universities uonm:a )

atotal of €19 billion over a five-year period: -
During the screening process, ciiteri
such as whether the university has a sys

tem in place to allow it to conduct ad-
vanced research for a-get period: msa__
whether research conducted by the uni-_
versity likely will be highly- H.onoméuma in-
ternationally in five yeats.: - :

Regarding the elite EE,B,E_@ E.ou mg

-Munich University. of Technelogy Pre- -

sident Wolfgang Herrmann said, “It’s an -
attempt to break down the mm&nmﬁmw
ideology that had been dominant in mmH.-
many.” _

From the 19th century to early 20th .

century, Germany played a leading role

. internationally in the fields of science and

technology. But from the late 1960s, its

- universities became less elitist, and the
grading and comparing of ;Edmwmﬁmm

came to be regarded as inappropriate. In
this period, however, Germans became to

.concerned that the quality of education at.

universities was deteriorating.
German weekly Der Spiegel, in-an An-

gust 2005 issue, reported on the deterio-

ration of German universities, saying that
even University of Heidelberg, considered

‘to be Germany’s finest, was ranked only -

the 47th in the Times Higher Education

" Supplement; a British survey of universi-
ties. The report also noted only four Ger-
mang were awarded a Nobel Prize be- .

tween 1995 and 2004, oEEumH.mm with 44
American laureates,

Herrmann said capable researchers °

and students have been flowing out of
Germany universities, while competition
in attracting leading students from Asian'

.and African nations has been Eﬁm:mﬁmum

Theinitiative to make Germany uni-
versities coniparable to Harvard Univer-

sity ,E‘_p,m Oxford dEéw.ﬂ% is drivenby a

k Hmﬂﬁgm m.oE m,E.omQ

~This yéar, six univer

‘University of Berlin started to receive
. government subsidies. Altogether, nine
Euéumﬁmm arg now Emﬁbm leading edu-
cation and research roles in Germany.
Buf strong criticismg of the reform ef-
forts have been voiced by those who say

the funding will result in entrenched dif-
ferences in standards between universi-

tles deemed elite and the rest.

The moqmagmﬁ intends to evaluate
whether the nine universities have sig-
nificantly improved their international

recognition when thie five-year term for

subsidies ends. But the government has
yet to compile long-term guidelines on the
project to-indicate, for-example, whether
elite universities will continue to be
newly designated or even whether the
tunding should continue. -

-1t is therefore not known whether ﬁcm
project will result in an invigoration of all
German universities. -

. Citing another hurdle to be overcome,

Herrmann said, “Sinece even salary levels

‘are determined by law, problems remain

‘when trying to ong monoEHEmwmn mmn-
ulty staff”:

.Hmﬁmﬁmmo :bEmmemm face %mzoﬁmmm.
similar to those faced in Germany, such

as improving interhational competitive-

ness. In ma&ﬁos 8. pursuing m_.omﬁmu in- .

THE nvbn.r« _.\03\:&-

es EQEEM '
dséowmyq of mmamgmnm and the Free -

Norihide _<__<8:5.wm Yomiuri m:_svcs

_ xmmmmqn_..m..m at Munich University of

Technology conduct robot research.

dependence for universities by turning
them into incorporated bodies, the gov-
ernment has started working toward the
establishment of internationally competi-
tive research hubs by allocating neces- -
sary funding, as happens in Germany.

A praject known as the 215t Century

Centers of Excellence Program started in
fiscal 2002, and has been joined by the

- World H:.QEE. Eﬁmgmﬂoﬁﬁ Resedrch
_ Omaou Initiative.

* Japan should mo:cé Wwith keen interest
how ,QmH.me%mw,:Edmwm:w reforms are

“carried out to helpi improve ﬂo_..amﬁ edu-

cation hete.
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